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Society is changing 



Depression no. 1 burden in 
2030 

 

 

• Depression is, 
according to 
WHO, the 
greatest cause 
for disability 

• Depression will 
be no. 1 
healthcare 
burden in 2030. 

 
 

 

 

World Health Organization, 2008. The global Burden of Disease: 
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The challenge of brain 
research 

Disease understanding 

• The brain being the most complex organ of all, understanding underlying 
causes for brain diseases is extremely difficult.  

 

 

 



Burden ≠ Investment 



The total medical healthcare costs are 
substantial 

• The total cost of brain disorders has 

recently (2011) been estimated at 

€798 billion 

 

• Drug cost is less than 3 % of total 

costs 

 

• Sick leave accounts for almost 1/3 of 

all cost in relation to depression 

 

• Reduced productivity at work is 

estimated to be the greatest part of 

depression associated costs 

 
Figure 1: Sainsbury 2008 

Figure 2: Sobocki et al. 2007, European Psychiatry 

Gustavsson et al. 2011, EBC 2011, Eur Psychopharm 

Direct cost 14% 



What is the problem? 

• Treatment of brain disorders are not prioritized politically 

 

• There continues to be a strong stigma around brain disorders 

 

• The approach from the health care providers' point of view is not 
integrated – they don’t see the follow-on costs 

 

• Limited public and pharmaceutical research in brain disorders 

 

• Lack of clinical tools 

 

• Incentive systems are insufficient 

 

• Regulatory demands are a barrier  



Depression Alzheimers Schizophrenia Parkinsons Other CNS Phase II programmes CNS % of total revenues

naloxegol, OIC 6

Remoxy and Lyrica, pain 2

(solanezumab) 1

(bapineuzumab)

7

587124 4

preladenant suvorexant, insomnia 2

bitopertin ocrelizumab, MS 6

”Big pharma” late stage pipeline - CNS 

8 

http://www.merck.com/


”Big pharma” late stage pipeline - 
oncology 

Phase III programmes Phase II programmes

2 11

4 6

3 14

6 NA

3 11

7 6

2 4

8 12

35 phase III drugs and  

99 phase II/III drugs 

 

Big pharma will clearly set the 

agenda within oncology  

Oncology 

http://www.merck.com/


Challenges 
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Optimization  Awareness Change 

New medical 

 innovation 
Willingness to pay 


